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CHESTER PASS ROAD, OVERTAKING LANES 
Statement 

HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [6.00 pm]:  I want to speak briefly on a subject that I have spoken about 
before and a matter that is of particular interest to the Leader of the House.  It primarily affects his electorate and 
it relates to the question of overtaking lanes.  As the minister would know, the early forecast for this year’s crops 
in the southern areas is a bit patchy - of course it is still early days to forecast - but it looks quite good.  There 
will almost certainly be some pretty good crops. 

Hon Kim Chance:  Is the honourable member referring to the overtaking lanes on the Chester Pass Road? 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  That among other places but, in particular, yes, the Chester Pass Road.  This road starts 
a little north of Albany and runs through the Porongurups, the Stirling Ranges and the gap in the Stirling Ranges 
called Chester Pass; hence the name.  That road passes through Borden, and slightly to the north it runs in an 
east-north-east direction and ends at Pingrup.  The grain is still trucked down from Lake Grace.  By the time the 
grain trucks get onto the Chester Pass Road - some of which is quite windy; it is not particularly narrow - the 
amount of traffic builds up considerably.  Harvest time coincides with the tourist season.  Tourists of course go 
up to the Stirling Ranges on the Chester Pass Road.  There is only one overtaking lane on that road between 
Lake Grace and the port of Albany.  There is only one overtaking lane from Gnowangerup, for example, which 
is just on the outskirts of Albany, and the speed limit at that stage is 90 kilometres an hour.  It allows for double 
traffic but not for a lot of overtaking, because the trucks can speed up on that section.  I am talking about trucks 
with three trailers - genuine road trains.  One of the major truckies - the Leader of the Opposition would be 
familiar with Hall Bros - recently said he is most concerned with the tourist season commencing.  Up north there 
are a number of places when people can get off the road where there is a sign with a camera on it so that people 
can take photographs, which is a very rare thing in the south.  Tourists towing caravans stop on the highway with 
one lane going in each direction and take photographs.  If someone is driving a truck with three trailers behind it, 
there is going to be mayhem.  This truckie is very concerned about this issue.  Grain trucks also come into 
Chester Pass Road from the direction in which I live.  The minister would be familiar with Wellstead and 
Gairdner River going down to Bremer Bay.  The trucks also come in from the south Stirlings area from the 
Kojaneerup end.  The plantation industry also has trucks coming from the northerly Mt Barker direction and 
from my direction.   

When the minister mentioned Chester Pass Road, he gave me a glimmer of hope that maybe something was 
already planned, but it needs to be done before this harvest.  It needs to get through the planning stage and 
actually done.  I know the allocation of money is difficult, but this harvest looks like being a reasonable one, 
tourism is building and the plantation timber is increasing. 

I reported an accident that occurred on our road at the turn-off to Cheyne Beach.  I may have spoken about this 
matter in the House before; I am not sure.  I went through the normal channels and reported it to the area office 
of the Department for Planning and Infrastructure.  There are signs in the area advising motorists to slow down, 
but I suppose they do not always see them.  A neighbour of ours, who has several young children, was involved 
in the accident.  A car was waiting to turn right into the Cheyne Beach road and a vehicle was coming in the 
opposite direction.  She had to make a split-second decision to leave the bitumen and drive onto the gravel on the 
left of the road.  It is quite narrow and the embankment on the side is the depth of one-third of the height of this 
Chamber.  She tailgated the vehicle in front of her.  Fortunately, it resulted in only a stiff and sore neck for her, 
but it could have been nasty.  I have requested that the Department for Planning and Infrastructure lay a bit more 
gravel.  This is the first accident that has occurred in the area.  Let us try to learn from the first accident, and not 
wait for another one.  The department just needs to increase the amount of gravel on the side of the road so that, 
on the off-chance that there is another incident, there would be room for cars to avoid each other.  I implore the 
Government to do something at this stage; there is still time before harvest.  It might mean a bit of realignment 
of finances from one area to another.  The cause is genuine, and I cannot urge the Government strongly enough 
to do something positive about it between now and October.   

Hon Kim Chance:  I will bring your comments to the minister’s attention.   

House adjourned at 6.06 pm 
__________ 

 


